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Essence of Sunday SermonEssence of Sunday Sermon  

【1 Peter 5:1-11】     Rev. Esther Kong          Feb 3, 2013 Sunday Service 

Introduction 
 

During difficult times, man tends to grumble and complain to God, and over time, will choose to leave 

God. In 1 Peter, the word “suffer” appeared for a total of 21 times. Many times, the Christians of that 

era had no choice but to endure persecution by the Romans. The purpose Peter wrote the books of 1 

and 2 Peter were to encourage and remind Christians that in difficult situations, they must possess the 

spiritual weapon of being ready to suffer because this mentality will help us to overcome difficulty and 

persecution. Other than that, we must also stand firm on faith and grace, and know that the grace re-

ceived is real, it is grace coming from God Himself. “With the help of Silas,
 
whom I regard as a faithful 

brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of 

God. Stand fast in it.” (1 Peter 5: 12) 
 

1. Shepherding the Flock (1 Peter 5: 1-4) 
 

Shepherding is what Jesus has entrusted us (John 21: 15-17). What is needed the most in days of 

persecution is shepherding, so that everyone can overcome difficulty, because a shepherd knows 

the schemes of the enemy and can help the flock to fight against the enemy. 
 

The three most important things in regard to shepherding are:- 
 

A) Willingness 

“Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you 

must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but 

eager to serve.” (1 Peter 5: 2) Willingness is not a type of duty, responsibility or an opportunity 

to gain something. Rather, it is a necessity. In fact, it is a calling and reminder by Jesus, just like 

Jesus had reminded Peter.  
 

B) Being eager 

Eager, in the original language means being passionate. It isn’t being forced to, but rather it is 

being totally ready and passionate to shepherd. 
 

C) Being an example 

“Not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.” (1 Peter 5: 3)

Shepherding is not lording over somebody. Rather, it is about becoming an example for the flock 

to learn from. A leader who wants to become an example to his flock must first deal with his 

own weaknesses. 
 

“And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 

away.” (1 Peter 5: 4)  
 

Leaders who are willing and eager to shepherd, and who are willing to become an example to 

the crowd – when the Chief Shepherd comes, they shall receive the crown of glory that will 

never fade away. This reward is not the glory and praise given by the world, but rather it is a re-

ward that has eternal value. Every effort made is full of grace and value. 



 

3 

2. Submit to the elders 

 

“In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor 

to the humble.”
 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up 

in due time.” (1 Peter 5: 5-6) 
 

Here, elders not only refer to those who are older in age, but also refers so spiritual elders, those 

whose authority is above ours. Submitting oneself to elders requires: 

A) Being humble 

Being humble refers to bending one’s back to look at the other person; On the other hand, tying 

one’s waist means preparing to be humble. Humility is a necessity because God opposes those 

who are proud. Humility brings God’s grace, and is rewarded with mercy. 
 

B) Being humble attracts grace 

By being humble and submitting oneself, one’s life will be blessed – this is a spiritual principle. 

God opposes the proud. If we do not humble ourselves down, God will obstruct our way. 
 

C) Being willing to humble down 

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 

time.”  (1 Peter 5: 6)  
 

Humbling oneself, is putting down oneself. Just like God, He is a God seated on a high place, but 

yet He put Himself down and came to sit with those who are sinful and weak. The more we put 

ourselves down, the more God will open the way, because putting ourselves down is equivalent 

to submitting to God’s mighty hands.  
 

It means that we submit absolutely to His arrangement. God’s plans and provision is beyond 

what man prays for and can imagine. Why not let God place us where we truly belong? When 

we submit in such a manner, we will be promoted, because through such a way, God will hand 

us the strategy to fight against the enemy, and we will then cease to be under suppressive envi-

ronment. 
 

3. Fighting against the enemy (1 Peter 5: 7-11) 
 

Fighting against the enemy is going against it, resisting it till the end, it is also the time for us to 

stand firm. Since we know that God helps us to fight against the enemy, we do not have to worry 

because God cares for us.  
 

A) Believe that God cares for us 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5: 7) The root word for anxi-

ety is “separate”, heart being separated; It means that the heart is distracted. Anxiety causes 

distraction, not being able to see God, not being able to focus on God. Gradually losing the 

godly life, missing God’s blessings. When we are anxious, that is when we have lost faith to-

wards God. Because of this, we do not be anxious but rather we should believe in God’s mighty 

power.  
 

B) Being alert and of sober mind 

“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5: 8)   
 

Peter encouraged the believers to believe that God cared for them. Being alert and of sober 

mind means to remain conscious. The enemy is prowling around looking for someone to de-

vour. As such, we must maintain alertness in regard to every part of life. When we only focus on  
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the situation and we face it alone, it will be easy to lose alertness, and as such we need rela-

tionship with others, with love and mutual reminders, in order that we do not lose footing.  
 

Shepherds need to be alert about its flocks so that when they are attacked, the shepherd 

needs to appear in front of them to protect them. The enemy likes to devour those who have 

gone into solitude, and thus we need to live in the crowd, and to offer mutual help and re-

minders within the group. 
 

C) Stand firm in faith 
 

“Resist him, standing firm in the faith…” (1 Peter 5: 9) 

Someone who possesses firm faith in the Lord is someone who has a tight grip on God. Apart 

from having an unshakable faith in the Lord, in his/ her heart there is definitely a kind of gen-

tle firmness. Such persons are not only able to stand firm, in fact, the enemy runs away when-

ever it encounters such persons. We need to believe firmly that God will never leave us, to 

trust Him completely and not be afraid of losing everything. Stand firm for one’s faith, never 

giving up. 
 

Conclusion 
 

We need to stand up in God’s grace. “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 

steadfast.” (1 Peter 5: 10) No matter what happens, let not circumstances steal away our faith to-

wards God. Difficulties are a training process. After all the sufferings, God Himself will surely restore 

us. Submit to God’s mighty power to deal with everything, strengthen one another, shepherd His 

flock, be alert and of sober mind and believe that God cares for us. We also need to stand firm in 

God’s favor then the enemy shall flee far away from us by reason of our faith. God will surely help us 

in all our difficulties. Amen! 【This sermon message was delivered on Feb 3, 2013. Edited by Sec. of 

editors】 (http://ga611bol.org) 
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AnnouncementsAnnouncements  
GA611 Welcomes YouGA611 Welcomes YouGA611 Welcomes YouGA611 Welcomes You    

A very warm welcome to our new friends, brothers and sisters in the Lord who are here in GA 
for the first time.  May God personally bless you, fill you greatly with His love, joy and peace, 
and grant you life abundance.  We also welcome brothers and sisters to attend any of our cell 
groups so that we may grow up together in the Lord.  GA611 once welcomes you, FOREVER GA611 once welcomes you, FOREVER GA611 once welcomes you, FOREVER GA611 once welcomes you, FOREVER 
welcomes you!welcomes you!welcomes you!welcomes you! 

1. Fund Raising Matters 
 A) Last year church planting included the African church GP611 and Myanmar church 
  GN611. There was special missionary in Thailand to open new churches. Besides that, 
  support group and short missionary team were also being sent to GK. The GA mother 
  church's Budget for Mission and Church Planting is targeted at RM340,000. We encour-
  age brothers and sisters to join in offering together to expand God's kingdom. Please 
  indicate 'for missionary' on the envelope.  
 

 B) The construction work for the expansion of the Prayer Tabernacle.  The cost of 
  construction is estimated to be RM570,000 (for building structure, interior renova-
  tion, piling and reconstruction of the fence). We encourage brothers and sisters to 
  support the church's expansion work. Please indicate your offering in the envelope: 
  offering for land and Prayer Tabernacle. 

2. GASK Bugs’ Party, 23/3 (Sat) 10:30am– 12:30pm. Welcome 7-12 years old children to 
 join. 

6. Pastoral’s Itinerary 
 A) 9-17/2 Ps. David Thien and Ps. Sarah Chang on leave. 
 B) 9-17/2, Bro. Joshua Chong on leave.  
 C) 9-20/2, IP. Ezekiel Chong and Sis Charlotte Tsen on leave.  
 D) 9-22/2 Sis. Catherine Eng on leave. 
 E) 13-21/2 IP. Christina Chu on leave. 

4. Teens Ministry <Sight of Valentine - The Right One>. 23/2 (Sat), 5-7:30pm, Hephzi-
 bah/Dataran Hamodal. Welcome 13-17 years old teens to join this event. Outfit: Smart 
 and Casual  Inquires: Bro. Clement Lee 

5. Encouraging all cell leaders (including those in Sabbath leave) and pre-cell leader 
 (recommended by cell leader) to participate in the coming soon Cell Leader Retreat. 
 29/3 morning-30/3 afternoon.(Fri - Sat), Venue: Refreshing Spring Resort, Tanjung 

 Malim.  Fees：RM100 (Adult), RM70(Student)  

3. The Ladies Ministry New Year Tea Refreshment Evangelism will be held on 20/2 
 (Wed), 10:30am - 12:30pm, Dataran Hamodal.  For inquiries, please contact sis. Irene 

 Koh (012-2972333）  
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Pastoral ZonePastoral Zone——AnnouncementAnnouncement    
GA Youth Duty Roster  

  This Saturday（16/2） Next Saturday（23/2） 
Speaker Ps. David T/David C 

MC 

Worship Leader 

Alam Flora 

CNY 

Combined Service 

Elijah O/Paul Y 

Kenneth C 

Phyllis’s CG 

Pastoral Zone’s Service Schedule    

Wed    Ladies’ MinistryLadies’ MinistryLadies’ MinistryLadies’ Ministry        
Time : 10:30am – 1:00pm  (Lunch is  provided after the worship) 
Venue  : Dataran Hamodal  –  Hephzibah 
P.I.C.      : Sis. Irene Koh Irene Koh Irene Koh Irene Koh  (012-3661642)  

Sat    Elderly Zone Elderly Zone Elderly Zone Elderly Zone     
Time : 10:30am – 1:00pm  (Lunch is  provided after the worship) 
Venue  : Dataran Hamodal  –  Machpelah 
P.I.C.      : Christopher LeeChristopher LeeChristopher LeeChristopher Lee  (016-2204071)   
Teens’ MinistryTeens’ MinistryTeens’ MinistryTeens’ Ministry        
Time : 5:00pm – 7:00pm  
Venue  : Dataran Hamodal  –  Hephzibah 
P.I.C.      : Clement LeeClement LeeClement LeeClement Lee  (017-3512600)            
GA YouthGA YouthGA YouthGA Youth (Combined service, 17/2) 
Cell Group Time : 8:00pm - 9:30pm  
Venue   : Dataran Hamodal 
Youth Service  : 6:00pm - 8:00pm  
Venue   : Tabernacle 
P.I.C.                     : Ps. David ThienDavid ThienDavid ThienDavid Thien  (016-2333161) 
Website                  ：www.gayouth.net 

Sun    GA Star kids GA Star kids GA Star kids GA Star kids     
Time :  8:30am - 10:30am; 11:00am - 1:30pm 
Venue  :  Dataran Hamodal 
P.I.C.      : IP Christina ChuChristina ChuChristina ChuChristina Chu  (012-2009543) 
*We welcome 3-12 years old children to join us. 
*We welcome parents to bring their children 1-3 years old to join the <Happy Olive> school to learn 
praise and worship from 11:00-11:30am, Prayer Tabernacle.  
*Praise and Worship practice time : 1:30-2:30pm (Sat) 

1. Purim, 24/2 (Sat), have a combined service with the adults for both sessions. 
 

2. GASK Prayer Meeting, 2/3 (Sat), 3:00-4:15pm. All the children, teachers and parents are in
 vited to join in to pray for the new generation. 
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Memorandum of Church ActivitiesMemorandum of Church Activities        

◎◎◎◎Feb Feb Feb Feb ----    Mar 2013 Church Activity Mar 2013 Church Activity Mar 2013 Church Activity Mar 2013 Church Activity ◎◎◎◎    

Sun    Mon    Tue    Wed    Thu    Fri    Sat    
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

       

24 25 26 27 28 Mar 1 2    
Purim       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9    
   300 Prayer  

Warrior Training 

   
10 11 12 13 14 15 16    

   Kingdom Invasion Conference, Singapore  
17 18 19 20 21 22 23    

       

Note:  WIP: Working in progress     SS: Starting soon (Seating capacity in classroom: T1T1T1T1 (Tyrannus1) -40; K (Kabar) – 25 Note: Classes with less than 5 registrations one week before commencing will be cancelled automatically.  

   Walk in participants ,no material will be provided. 

GA611 Education & Equipping DeptGA611 Education & Equipping Dept  Email: gati@ga611bol.orgEmail: gati@ga611bol.org 
GA Equipping CentreGA Equipping CentreGA Equipping CentreGA Equipping Centre        
Only for brothers & sisters of GA611.  Please refer to the registration form for details. PIC : IP. Hannah Yong 

Courses Date of Class Fees Time Venue     Condition 

8th Prophetic 1 19,26/1；2,23/2； 
2/3 (Sat)  RM10 2-4pm T1 

Completed <Miao Pu>, <Growing 

Into Mature> and <Army of Christ> 

Be a Man of Prayer 20，27/1；
3,17/2；3/3 (Sun)  RM10 

9:15-10:30am 

11am-12:15pm 
T2 

Completed <Miao Pu>, <Growing 

Into Mature> and <Army of Christ> 

6th Army of Christ 20，27/1；3，
17/2；3/3(Sun)  RM10 

9:15-10:30am 

11am-12:15pm 
T1 

Completed 

<Growing Into Mature> 

Cell Leader Training 1 9，16，23，30/3；
6，13，20/4 (Sat) 

RM10 2-4pm  

- Completed <Miao Pu>, <Growing 

Into Mature> and <Army of Christ> 

- Recommended by cell leader 

7th Army of Christ 10，17，24/3；7，
14/4 (Sun) 

RM10 9:15-10:30am  Completed <Miao Pu> 

Growing into Mature 10，17，24/3；7，
14/4 (Sun) 

RM10 11am-12:15pm  - 

Healing & Deliverance 1 24/4；4，11，
18/5；15/6 (Sat) 

RM10 2-4pm  
Completed <Miao Pu>, <Growing 

Into Mature> and <Army of Christ> 
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MMemorandemorandum of um of Prayer Dept. Prayer Dept. ~ ~ Prayer Time for FebPrayer Time for Feb    

 

P. I. C. : Ps Sarah Chang 03-7955 0611 

Remarks: Brothers and sisters who required the ministry of the Power Prayer Ministry team can come 
 to the front of the stage at 10:30 - 10:50am (time between the first and second sessions).  

2    Morning  Afternoon  Evening 

17 
（（（（Sun））））    

Adults Celebration (Pre-Service ) 
7:45-8:00am (Ps. Sarah Chang) 

10:45-11:00am (Ps. Sarah Chang) 
GA Star Kids (Ministry Team) 

7:45-8:00am (Sis Tina Lai) 

GA Star Kids (Pre-Service) 
8:30-8:45am (Sis Tina Lai) 

11:00-11:15am (IP. Christina Chu) 

  

18    
((((Mon））））     

  

19    
（（（（Tue））））     

Morning  
Devotion 
Esther 6    Education & Equip-

ping Dept 

09:30-10:30am 
(IP. Hannah Yong) 

 Praise & Worship 
8:00-8:30pm 
(Helen Fung C. worker) 

20 
（（（（Wed））））     

Morning  
Devotion 
Esther 7     Ladies Ministry 

1:30-2:30pm 
(Sis Jessica Tee) 

One Thing 

8:30-10:30pm  
(Ps. Sarah Chang) 

21 
（（（（Thu））））     

Morning  
Devotion 
Esther 8    Newcomers  Evan-

gelism Dept     

2:15-2:45pm 
(Ps. Deborah Soo)  

  

22 
（（（（Fri））））     

Morning  
Devotion 
Esther 9    GATI  

9:15-9:45am 
(Bro. Clement Lee) 
 

Church, Land  Per-
sonal Healing 
10:30-12:30pm 
(Sis. Grace Tang) 

     
23    

（（（（Sat））））     

Elderly Ministry (Pre-Service) 
10:45-11:00am 
(Co- Worker Bro.Christopher Lee ) 

Israel 

3:00-4:00pm 
(Co-worker Sis. Irene Koh) 
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Prayer FocusPrayer Focus    
[Do not bow down to the pressures of evil] 

And all the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for 

so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage.  

(Esther 3:2) 

The Church 

1. Pray that the Lord will strengthen our faith so that we will not compromise the forces of darkness 

and things that sin against God. We shall proclaim God’s words into our present situations. 

2. Pray that our leaders will always walk in His light and be free from the veils and attacks that come 

from witchcrafts. Pray that God will anoint our church’s fivefold ministry greatly that they can 

equip more saints and carry out their service by the grace and power of God. 

3. Pray that God will raise up the prophesized 300 prayer warriors and that the Church will enter into 

the calling for 24-7 prayer and also exceed a thousand members. 

 

Daughter Church – GK611 (Singapore) 

1. Pray that more people will rise up to serve in the praise and worship team, especially pianists. 

2. Pray that our pastors, coworkers and cell leaders will inherit Mordecai’s life that neither bow nor 

pay homage. They shall be bold in facing challenges and not compromise the teachings of the 

Truth. 

 

Daughter Church – GP611 (African Congregation, KL) 

1. Pray that God will restore the relationship between fellow Africans and He will bring them back to 

Him. 

2. Pray that He will purify us and remove every hindrance that stops the flow of the Holy Spirit in the 

lives of individual members.  

3. Pray for GP611 that this month we will harvest souls for the kingdom of God. 

 

Daughter Church – GN611 (Yangon, Myanmar) 

1. 2013 shall be a year of soul harvesting.  

2. To become a team that is strong and led by the Holy Spirit.   

 

Nations – Malaysia 

1. Pray for those volunteering as polling agents and counting agents (PACA). Pray that there will be 

sufficient PACA volunteers at every polling station. Pray that they will be alert, observant and cou-

rageous in challenging any attempts to subvert the electoral process. 

2. Pray for the incoming government to do away with unjust and repressive laws. 

3. Pray for safe and free elections. Pray that no one will be denied their right to vote either through 

fraud or administrative negligence. 
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Cheque payable to: GA611 Bread of Life Centre.  For those who wish to get the offerings 

receipt, kindly get it from the reception counter on the 2nd week of the month with Sis Char-

lotte.  The followings are the various accounts with their purposes:-  
 

1. Public Bank 3-13317-3103 : Offerings, Tithes, Bread Of Life Station & Miscellaneous 

2. Public Bank 3-13317-3334 : Only for Land, Building Project & Tabernacle 

3. Maybank 5-12334-30127-6: GA Education & Equipping Dept & GATI 

S 
e 
r 
v 
i 
c 
e 
  

  Attd   Cell Attd 

O 
f 
f 
e 
r 
i 
n 
g  

 RM 

Sun Adults (1st Service) 267 Tue-Fri Devotion  119 Tithe    22036.00 

Sun Adults (2nd Ser-
vice) 

 Prayer for last week  129 Cash     2,618.00 

Elder Service  
 

Tabernacle 1,100.00 

GA Youth Service  Israel        338.00 

Teens Service  MG-12 2 12 Thanksgiving 800.00 

Sun GA Star Kids  
(1st Service) 

 Open Cell 6 18 Others 2,000.00 

Sun GA Star Kids  
(2nd Service) 

  

Ladies Ministry  17 No. of Salvation of This Week 0 

Total 284 
Accumulated no. of Salvation  
in 2013  9 Total 28,892.00  

 

4 - 10/2/2013 Attendance, Tithing & Offering Report 

Church ActivitiesChurch Activities 

In HIS Service  2013 

  Sun (10 Feb) Sun (17 Feb) 

  8:30am 8:30am 11:00am 

Speaker 

Rev. Spencer Hsieh/

Rev. Eveline Hu (Dr. Lemuel Ng) 

Rev. Esther Kong (Lim Kha Been) 

Call To Woship 
Rev. Philip Chin (David Chang) Ps. Deborah Soo (David Chang) 

M.C. 
John Lee (David Chang) Cindy Poi (David Chang) 

P & W Leader Helen Fung Joshua Chong 

Announcement 
IP. Hannah Yong (David Chang) Christopher Lee (David Chang) 

Bible Reading Diana Soo Jeremie Lee 

Usher / Counsellor Jessica Tee Sylvia Tan 

Venue Vincent Cheah Jacob Chin 

11:00am 

Rev. Esther Kong (Rev. Philip Chin) 
Ps. David Thien (Jessie Ho) 
Ling Chih San (Jessie Ho) 
Joshua Chong 

Ps. David Thien (Jessie Ho) 
Lim Hoey Tee 

Daniel Wong 

Vincent Cheah 

Rev. Spencer Hsieh/ 

Rev. Eveline Hu (Rev. Philip Chin) 
Rev. Philip Chin (Donna Chen) 
Dr. Lemuel Ng (Jedidiah Tin) 
Helen Fung 

Rev. Amos Heng (Phyllis Kong) 
Sharon Lee 

Hannah Siaw 

Jacob Chin 
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